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SUBJECT: MPLA OFFENSIVE CONTINUES: HIGH COMMISSIONER TRIES TO 
BRING THEM TO THE CONFERENCE TABLE. 

1. DURING THE NIGHT OF JULY 13 I TALKED WITH A NUMBER OF PEOPLE 
ABOUT THE SITUATION IN LUANDA. ALL AGREED THAT THE MPLA IS WELL 
ON THE WAY TO GAINING ITS OBJECTIVE OF DRIVING FNLA OUT OF THE 
CITY, BUT BEYOND THAT I GATHERED A NUMBER OF RUMORS AND 
OPINIONS. THE THREE MOST INTERESTING ARE: MPLA WILL UNILATERALLY 
DECLARE INDEPENDENCE IN THE NEXT DAY OR SO; MPLA WILL FORMALLY 
DECLARE ON FNLA; AND, CERTAIN ELEMENTS IN THE PORTUGUESE ARMY 
PLAN TO DECLARE THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE MPLA AND TO PUT THE ARMY 
HERE AT THE SERVICE OF MPLA. 

2. 1 CONTACTED THE HIGH COMMISSIONER LATE AT NIGHT JULY 13. HE 
HAS BEEN WORKING AROUND THE CLOCK TO BRING MPLA TO THE CONFERENCE 
TABLE, BUT WITH NO SUCCESS. ALL MPLA LEADERS ARE UNAVAILABLE, 
INCLUDING AGOSTINHO NETO. HE DID MANAGE TO SIT PRESIDENTIAL 
COUNCIL MEMBER LOPO DE NASCIMENTO DOWN FOR AN HOUR AND ARRANGE 
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MOVEMENTS. NASCIMENTO NEVER SHOWED UP. 

3. TO COUNTER CHARGES THAT THE PORTUGUESE ARMY IS HELPING MPLA, 

THE HIGH COMMISSIONER TOLD FNLA THEY COULD SEND AS MANY 
OBSERVERS AS THEY WISHED WITH PORTUGUESE PATROLS TO OVERSEE THEIR 
OPERATIONS. HE CLAIMED HIS TROOPS WERE ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN KEEPING 
THE MPLA FROM ATTACKING FNLA AND THAT IN SOME CASES THEY WERE 
SUCCESSFUL IN MOVIMG MPLA FORCES BACK FROM AREAS IN WHICH FNLA 
TROOPS WERE CONCENTRATED. I SAW NO EVIDENCE OF SUCH ACTIVITIES ON 
THE PART OF PORTUGUESE TROOPS DURING MY TRAVELS THROUGH THE CITY. 
ALMOST ALL OF THE PORTUGUZYE FORCES I SAW WERE RIDING AROUND IN 
TRUCKS WITH NO APPARENT OBJECTIVE OTHER THAN TO MAKE SURE THEY 
DID NOT RUN INTO ANY BELLIGERENTS. ON JULY 12 I DID SEE 
PORTUGUESE PATROL TAKE UP DEFENSIVE POSITIONS BEHPND THEIR TRUCK 
WITH THEIR WEAPONS AT THE READY. AT THAT TIME MPLA WAS SEARCHING 
OUT FNLA SNIPERS AND I THINK THE PORTUGUESE WERE PREPARED TO 
SHOOT AT WHOEVER FIRED AT THEM. 

4. THE HIGH COMMISSIONER ALSO ISSUED AN APPEAL TO ALL OWNERS AND 
OPERATORS OF COASTWISE VESSELS TO CALL THE PALACE. MANY OF THE 
BLACK REFUGEES FROM THE GHETTOS ARE BACONGO AND WANT DESPARATELY 
TO GET TO NORTHERN ANGOLA. DUT HAVE NO POSSIBILITY TO DO SO 
BECAUSE THE MPLA HAS ALL ROADS BLOCKED. THE GENERAL HOPES TO BE 
ABLE TO GET CONTRACTS WITH THE SHIPERS TO CARRY THESE PEOPLE TO 
POINTS ABOVE THE MPLA BLOCKADE. 

5. HTHZ HIGH COMMISSIONER AND OTHER PORTUGUESE MILITARY AUTHORITIES 
BELIEVE THE MPLA WILL BE ABLE TO DRIVE FNLA OUT OF THE CITY. FNLA 
HAS FEW POSSIBILITIES OF RESUPPLY AND MUST AT SOME POINT RUN OUT 

OF AMMUNITION. ( *,)- #- 5HREATENED TO INVADE FROM THE NORTH, BUT 
NOBODY I HAVE TALKED TO IN THE LAST DAY OR TWO GIVES THEM 
MUCH OF A CHANCE TO MAKE ANY HEADWAY. WHAT THEY MIGHT BE ABLE 
TO DO IF THEY GET AN OFFENSIVE UNDERWAY IS TO TAKE SOME PRESSURE 
OFF THEIR FORCES IN LUANDA. 
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